
Social Studies at Home 
Grade 3 Newsletter 

“Communities at Home and Around the World” 

 Unit 1 - Cecil County 

Unit 2 -  A Community Near - The Amish 

Unit 3 - A Community Far - Australia and/or China 

Unit 4 - Economics 

Unit 1 investigates Cecil County from the past to the present. Share what you know about Cecil County with 

your child. Discuss the changes over time. Talk with older relatives or friends about what the county was like 

when they were younger and encourage comparisons with present day. Talk about local politics, economics, 

and other factors that influence life in Cecil County today. 

Unit 2 compares life in Cecil County with the lifestyle of the Amish community. Elements of culture will be 

compared. Students will look for ways that our communities are similar as well as what we can learn from 

each other to better our own community. Talk to your child about what they are learning to make strong con-

nections to their life. 

Unit 3 will build upon what students have learned about their own community and that of the Amish and 

compare it with a community that is farther away. Students will learn about either Australia or China. They 

will look at the culture of these far away communities to find ways that all communities are similar and ways 

that we can improve our own community. To enrich their understanding, talk to them about how their culture 

is similar to other communities in the world. 

Unit 4 is an exciting opportunity for students to learn from the business world and apply their knowledge as 

they work through economic principles in their daily instruction. Students will learn about economic princi-

ples such as goods and services, scarcity, supply and demand, and opportunity cost. They will also create a 

budget, spending plan, and investigate markets in general. 

Each of these units are aligned with the Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum and is designed to teach 
students basic social studies skills through the integration of reading, writing, listening and speaking. During 
each unit, there will be opportunities for you to be involved in what your child is learning. We encourage you 
to take these opportunities as you are an important member of your child’s educational team. 

As your child learns throughout the school 
year, encourage them to share what 

they are learning with you. 
We look forward to working with you this  
school year. Thank you for supporting our 

social studies program. 


